6. Prophets and People

IF GREAT PERSONALITIES enrich a place, then al-Quds (Jeru-
salem) is second to none. The greatest Prophets have either
lived in or passed by the blessed city of al-Quds (Jerusalem).
Hence, the significance of al-Aqsa Sanctuary and Palestine is
further enhanced by both the presence of noble Prophets and
major events that occurred during the lifetime of these great
men.

A. Prophet Ibrahim %
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And We saved him and Lot and brought him to the land upon
which We had bestowed Our blessings for all the people of the
world.

[Sirah al-Anbiya’ 21: 71]

Prophet Ibrahim %% migrated from his hometown of Ur in
modern-day Iraq with his wife Sarah and nephew Lit 3% and
moved towards Palestine and settled there. The particular city
of Palestine in which he first settled is a matter of conjecture.
However, after a short period, he and his wife Sarah moved to-
wards Egypt where they encountered a tyrannical leader.

The Egyptian tyrant was enchanted by Sarah’s beauty and
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tried to seduce her. However, she was protected from him
by Allah 4 who debilitated his hand when he tried to touch
her. The tyrant begged Sarah to “break the spell” because he
thought she had bewitched him. Sarah prayed to Allah % and
the tyrant was cured. Again, he tried to get hold of Sarah and a
second time his hand became debilitated. He once again asked
Sarah to “break the spell” and she prayed to Allah 4£ and he was
cured. The tyrant was now convinced that Sarah was a witch
and he became scared of her. To safeguard himself from her, he
offered gifts and a maid called Hajar, to escape further spells.
Sarah and Ibrahim %<8 returned to Palestine and settled there.

Prophet Ibrahim %<& later married Hajar. Although Ibrahim
%<8 was very old (some say 80 years) Hajar bore him a son.
Thereafter, Ibrahim %8 was commanded by Allah # to take his
wife Hajar and their young son, Ismail 49, to the Arabian De-
sert (modernday Makkah) and leave them there. He followed
the command of Allah and left Hajar and Ismail in Makkah and
returned to Palestine. Throughout his lifetime, Ibrahim &
made several visits to the growing settlement of Makkah to see
his son Ismail ¥8 and together they re-built the Ka‘bah.

However, Sarah, who remained in Palestine, also became
pregnant in her old age and a second son called Ishaq %5 was
born. The Holy Qur’an states:

s s 1 R s L5
> >
BN - N \w \ /' y Lﬁ 3—>an\ \)u Y
- - \/j (3 £e ) )
> > .

And We gave him the good news of Isaac, a Prophet and among
the righteous ones.
[Strah al-Saffat 37: 112]

This good news of the birth of Ishaq & was given to
Ibrahim %8 in Palestine when he was approximately 100 years
old. Ishaq & lived with his father in and around al-Quds (Je-
rusalem), where he preached, traded, and eventually grew old
and died. The graves of Ibrahim %l and Ishaq #& are very near
al-Quds (Jerusalem) in the city of Khalil now called Hebron.

[brahim %48 re-built the Ka‘bah in Makkah with his first son
Ismail %8, and the Masjid al-Aqsa in al-Quds (Jerusalem) with
his other son Ishaq .

When Ibrahim %8 arrived in Palestine, according to Gen-
esis XIV:18-20, a person by the name of Melchizedek who is
referred to as the king of Salem (thought to be where the name
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Jerusalem is derived from), offered Ibrahim %< a tithe (piece of
land); however Ibrahim % did not want the land for free and
decided to purchase this land from the king of Salem.

Again according to Genesis XIII:18, Ibrahim %<& built on
this land a “tent” to praise Allah 4 and later Ishaq %2 re-built
it. Ishaq %2 was the father of Ya'qlb %%, who in turn was the
father of Yisuf 5. When the children of Ya‘qiib 8 moved to
Egypt, the “house of Allah” slipped out of view.

After Adam =8, Ibrahim %8 and Ishaq %%, are the second
group of Prophets who re-built Masjid al-Agsa.

B. Prophet Miisa st

The progeny of Yiisuf 38 continued to live in Egypt until the
coming of Miisa &, at which time the persecution of them was
intensified. Under the guidance of Miisa 3« they escaped to the
Holy Land - Palestine.

In all the verses below, the references to ‘town’ ‘land’ and
‘place’ refer to Palestine and the city of al-Quds (Jerusalem) in
particular: Enter this town (2: 58), enter the holy land (5: 21),
0 Musa! In this land are a people of exceeding strength (5: 22),
Therefore will the land be out of their reach for forty years (5:
26), Dwell in this town and eat therein as you wish (7: 161), We
settled the Children of Israel in a beautiful dwelling place (10:
93), Dwell securely in the land (17: 104), and to establish a firm
place for them (28: 6).
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And recall when We said: “Go into this town and eat abundantly
of its food; but enter the gate a prostrate, saying, ‘Repentance’
We will forgive you your sins and shall bestow more favour on
the doers of good.”

[Surah al-Baqgarah 2: 58]
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My people! Enter the holy land which Allah has ordained for you;
and do not turn back for then you will turn about losers.
[Strah al-Ma’idah 5: 21]
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They answered: “Moses, therein live a ferocious people: we will
not enter unless they depart from it; but if they do depart from it
then we will surely enter it.”

G

[Strah al-Ma’idah 5: 22]
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Allah said: “This land will now be forbidden to them for forty
years and they will remain wandering about on the earth. Do not
grieve over the condition of these transgressing people.”

[Strah al-Ma’idah 5: 26]
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And recall when it was said to them: “Dwell in this town and eat
plentifully of whatever you please, and say: ‘Repentance’, and
enter the gate prostrate. We shall forgive you your sins and shall
bestow further favours on those who do good.”

[Strah al-Araf 7: 161]
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And We directed Moses and his brother: “Prepare a few houses
for your people in Egypt, and make your houses a direction for
them to pray, and establish Prayer, and give glad tidings to the
people of faith.”

[Strah Yinus 10: 87]
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We settled the Children of Israel in a blessed land and provided
them with all manner of good things. They only disagreed among
themselves after knowledge (of the Truth had) come to them.
Surely your Lord will judge among them on the Day of Resurrec-
tion concerning their disagreements.

[Strah Yinus 10: 93]
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And thereafter We said to the Children of Israel: “Now dwell in
the land, but when the promised time of the Hereafter comes, We
shall bring you all together.”

[Strah al-Isrd’ 17: 104]
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And to grant them power in the land, and make Pharaoh and Ha-
man and their hosts see what they had feared.
[Sturah al-Qasas 28: 6]

After Pharaoh began his persecution, Musa & with his
brother Hartn (Aaron) %5 guided the Banii [srd’il (Children of
Israel) to flee from Egypt towards Palestine. After crossing the
Red Sea, where Pharaoh and his men died, the Banu Isra’il be-
gan to argue and protest at the lack of water, food and shade.
Misa %5 prayed to Allah 45 and all three were provided. De-
spite these favours, their ingratitude continued and they built
a statue of a calf to worship in total contradiction to Miisa’s 52
commands.

When they arrived on the outskirts of Palestine, Miisa 3«8
commanded them to enter the Holy Land (5: 21), they never-
theless remonstrated, O Misa! In this land are a people of ex-
ceeding strength: never shall we enter it until they leave it: if
(once) they leave, then shall we enter (5: 22).

Misa #& assured them of victory if they marched forward
and he also planned the attack for them - Assault them at the
(proper) gate, when you enter victory will be yours (5: 23). How-
ever, the Banll Isra’'ll remained obstinate and said, Miisa, you
and your Lord go and fight, we will wait here (5: 24).

Misa 38l was deeply pained and felt dejected with the Banu
Isrd’1l and thus he turned to Allah 4, O My Lord! I have power
only over myself and my brother (Hdrtn), so separate us from
this rebellious people (5: 25).

Allah % brought down His punishment on the ungrateful
and recusant, they shall be forbidden to enter the land for 40
years, while they wander about on earth and grieve not over the
rebellious people (5: 26).

The Bani Isra’ll thus remained wandering aimlessly in the
desert and it is narrated that only when all the adult members
of the rebellious generation had died, did their descendants
cross the River Jordan and move towards Jericho in Palestine.
Even Miisa % and his brother Hariin % died before reaching
the Holy Land. A hadith Qudsi reports:
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Abu Hurayrah « reports that the Prophet # said, “the angel
of death was sent to Musa. When he came to Misa, Musa
slapped him on the eye. The angel returned to Allah 45 and
said, ‘You have sent me to a servant who does not want to
die’. Allah ¥ ordered the angel, ‘Return to him and tell him
to put his hand on the back of an ox and for every hair that
will come under it, he will be granted one year of life’. Mlsa
said, ‘O Lord! What will happen after that?’ Allah 4% replied,
‘Then death’. Musa decided, ‘Let it be now’. Musa then re-
quested Allah % to let him die close to the Sacred Land, so
much so, that he would be at a distance of a stone’s throw
from it”. Abu Hurayrah < added, the Prophet # then said, “If
I were there, | would show you his grave below the red sand
hill on the side of the road”.

[Sahih al-Bukhari]

C. Prophet Dawud 52

After the Banii Isra’ll were delivered on the outskirts of the
Holy Land by Misa &, they came under the sway of the Philis-
tines. After a few hundred years of living under the Philistines,
they united behind Taliit (Saul) who marched them forward to
confront the Philistines. The Bible talks of the giant Goliath of
the Philistines who challenged the Banii Isra'll to combat. How-
ever, it was not Saul who came out to confront Goliath but a
young and unarmed Dawiid 8. The well-known story of how
Dawiid & brought the mighty Goliath down to his knees with
only a sling, need not be retold here in great detail. And there
went out a champion out of the camp of the Philistines, named
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. And he
had a helmet of brass upon his head, and he was armed with a
coat of mail; and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels
of brass. And he had greaves of brass upon his legs and a target
of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of his spear was like
a weaver’s beam...” [1 Samuel XVII 4-7]

But Dawtid was only armed with a sling and a few stones,
“And Dawud put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and
slung it, which smote the Philistine in his forehead, and he fell
upon his face to the earth”. [1 Samuel XVII 49]

Saul became the first King of the Israelites, but according
to the Old Testament King Saul was jealous of Dawiid ¥ and
tried to get rid of him. Dawid % retreated with his compan-
ions to the wilderness. They formed a coalition with their old
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enemies the Philistines and together attacked and killed Saul.

Dawid 38 was crowned the Second King of the Israelites.
Dawid =8, the King and Prophet, united his men and moved
towards Jerusalem, which had been a Jebusite city since the
1800s BC. Dawiid sk defeated the Jebusites who were a tribe
in Jerusalem, and Jerusalem became his capital. Dawiid %% in-
tegrated with the local population and did not kill nor expel the
Jebusites. The Bible says, “The Jebusites dwell with the children
of Judea at Jerusalem unto this day’. [Joshua XV 63]

Dawiid 8 spent almost his entire life in and around Pales-
tine and, in particular, in the vicinity of al-Quds (Jerusalem). He
served al-Agsa Sanctuary and many events in his noble life are
focused around the Masjid al-Agsa.
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With him We had subjected the mountains that they join him in
celebrating Allah’s glory, evening and morning, and the birds,
too, in their flocks, and turn again and again to celebrating Al-
lah’s glory. And We strengthened his kingdom and endowed him
with wisdom and decisive judgement.

[Strah Sad 38: 18-20]
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We bestowed Our favour upon David. (We commanded): “O
mountains, sing Allah’s praises with him”; (and so did We com-
mand) the birds. We softened the iron for him.

[Strah Saba’ 34: 10]

Dawid %8 was favoured with a melodious voice and the
Qur’an informs us that the hills and birds praised in unison the
Greatness of Allah 4£. These hills are none other than the hills
of the city of al-Quds (Jerusalem). The Holy Qur’an also refers
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to Dawud & as the vicegerent; the only other Prophet referred
to as vicegerent is Adam =& This could be because Dawiid 2
was not only a Prophet but also the king and ruler of Palestine.
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(We said to him): “O David, We have appointed you vicegerent on
earth. Therefore, rule among people and do not follow (your) de-
sire lest it should lead you astray from Allah’s Path. Allah’s severe
chastisement awaits those who stray away from Allah’s Path, for
they had forgotten the Day of Reckoning’.

[Sarah Sad 38: 26]

Although for the Israelites the importance of al-Agsa Sanc-
tuary (Mount Moriah) really begins with the era of Dawid 5,
to Muslims Dawiid % forms a link in the chain that began with
Adam =8,

Dawid 48 managed with great difficulty to unite the dif-
ferent Jewish tribes and also subdue other citizens. However,
his total reign only lasted for around 40 years, from 1018 BC
to 978 BC.

According to the Old Testament, Dawiid 8 was command-
ed by God to build an altar and Dawiid #2 complied by first
purchasing land from Ornan [Arunah] the Jebusite (V18). Yet
again the Bible points towards the righteousness of Dawiid 8,
of actually paying for land rather than usurping it on the pre-
text of it being “God-given”. Sulayman %<& finally completed the
building of the Temple on this land (2 Chronicles III 1). The
Holy Qur’an states:
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We bestowed upon David (an illustrious son), Solomon. How ex-
cellent a servant (of Ours he was)! Indeed he constantly turned
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to Us in devotion.
[Stirah Sad 38: 30]

According to the Jewish tradition it is cited in the Aggadah
that Dawilid’s mother was a daughter of Ithra, an Ismailite.
Dawid %8 is also reported to have had three wives; Michal,
daughter of King Saul; Maacah, daughter of the Canaanite King
Talmal of Geshur; and Bathsheba, a Hittite from Giloh, who was
the mother of Sulayman 2.

It is extremely significant to emphasise the fact that the Bi-
ble states that Sulayman’s mother was a Hittite and was not a
Jew. Under the Judaic law, the child’s religious line of heritage
is from the mother and not the father. Therefore according to
Judaic rule, Sulayman 3«8 is not a Jew and under the present-
day Israeli Law, Sulayman %8 would not be allowed to reside
in Palestine!

The story in the Old Testament accuses Dawid %<& of adul-
tery with Bathsheba, the mother of Sulayman =& and conspir-
acy to murder Bathsheba’s husband Uriah, who was a general
in Dawld’s army. And it came to pass in an evening that David
arose from his bed and walked upon the roof of the house: and
from there he saw a woman washing herself, and the woman was
very beautiful.

And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said,
It is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hit-
tite.

And David sent for her and took her and she came unto him
and he lay with her...

And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said,
I am with child. [2 Samuel XI 2-5]

Thereafter, according to the Bible, Dawiid conspired to get
Uriah killed: “send Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle
that he may be smitten and die”. [2 Samuel XI 15]

Islam states categorically that all of the Prophets were
righteous men and free of sin. It is therefore incumbent upon
Muslims to respect Dawid ¥42 for his noble character and as a
sinless Prophet of Allah 4. For a Muslim to believe otherwise
would expel him/her from the fold of Islam; such is the respect
demanded of Muslims for the Prophets of Allah. The Qur’an ex-
tols Dawud’s ¥8 character by calling him, “..Our slave Dawiid,
endued with power. Verily, he ever turned in repentance to Allah”
(38:17).
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The Prophet Muhammad # in Sahih al-Bukhari, is quoted as
saying that Dawiid %8 was one of the noblest Prophets.

D. Prophet Sulayman &

After Dawiid’s death, Sulayman %<& inherited his father’s
Kingdom. He resumed the construction of Masjid al-Agsa (also
known as Solomon's Temple) which had been started during
his father’s era. Sulayman %<& ruled for a further 40 years, from
978 BC to 938 B(, thus making a total of 80 years rule between
the two Prophets, Dawid %5 and Sulayman 5.

The following verses relate to Allah’s 4 favour upon
Sulayman ¥<8 by commanding the wind to be under Sulayman’s
“control” in the land that Allah % says He has blessed. The
blessed land in this verse of the Holy Qur’an refers to Palestine.
It was an honour for the land of Palestine that Sulayman =&
travelled through it with the aid of the wind, a miracle with
which Allah 4 had exclusively favoured Sulayman 3«#. Pales-
tine, a blessed land, was further exalted as it also became the
place of Allah’s special favours upon one of His Prophets.
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And We subdued the strongly raging wind to Solomon which
blew at his bidding towards the land We blessed. We know eve-

rything.
[Strah al-Anbiya’ 21: 81]
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We subjected the wind to him, so that it blew gently at his bid-
ding, wherever he directed it.
[Strah Sad 38: 36]
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And We subdued the wind to Solomon: its morning course was a
month’s journey and its evening course was a month’s journey.
We gave him a spring flowing with molten brass, and We sub-
dued for him jinn who, by his Lord’s permission, worked before
him. Such of them as swerved from Our commandment, We let
them taste the chastisement of the Blazing Fire.

[Strah Saba’ 34: 12]
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Surely We put Solomon to the test and cast upon his throne a
mere body. Thereupon he penitently turned (to Us).
[Strah Sad 38: 34]

He said: “My Lord, forgive me and bestow upon me a kingdom
such as none other after me will deserve. Surely You are the
Bounteous Giver.”

[Strah Sad 38: 35]
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And We subdued the wind to Solomon: its morning course was a
month’s journey and its evening course was a month’s journey.
We gave him a spring flowing with molten brass, and We sub-
dued for him jinn who, by his Lord’s permission, worked before
him. Such of them as swerved from Our commandment, We let
them taste the chastisement of the Blazing Fire. They made for
him whatever he would desire: stately buildings, images, basins
like water-troughs and huge, built-in cauldrons: “Work, O house
of David, in thankfulness (to your Lord). Few of My servants are
truly thankful.”

[Sturah Saba’ 34: 12-13]

Allah 4 even subjected the Jinn to Sulayman’s order, and
he used the Jinn profitably and employed their energy towards
building dams, large cauldron and whole cities. There is also an
indication here that the Jinn were used in the re-construction
of Masjid al-Agsa.

All the above verses of the Holy Qur’an make a direct or an
indirect reference to the land of Palestine, via events or people
associated with the land of Palestine.

Upon Sulayman'’s 38 death, according to Biblical traditions
his son Rehoboam was crowned. However, within a very short
period, a revolt began and hatred between the different Jewish
tribes reared up and the kingdom was split in 922 BC. To the
north, Israel was formed which later became known as Sama-
ria. To the south, Judea was formed with Jerusalem as its capi-
tal. A great rivalry ensued between these two neighbours and
by 722 BC the Assyrians (from modern-day Syria) conquered
and destroyed Israel.
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Judea, where the children of Dawid =& lived, remained
united and intact for a while. However, even here religious cor-
ruption crept in slowly, idolatry and superstition became the
norm and even the Masjid al-Agsa (Temple) was not spared.
“Altars and high places were erected on every hill and under
every green tree. In Judea there were as many gods as there
were towns. Images of gods in silver, wood and stone were
erected in the houses. The Temple itself was once more des-
ecrated by hideous idols”3

E. Prophet Aramiyah (Jeremiah) 52

As the Jewish tribes slipped into spiritual corruption
Prophet Aramiyah (Jeremiah) &8 was sent by Allah 4% to guide
the people back onto the right path. He lived within al-Quds
(Jerusalem) and warned the people of the pending punishment
if they did not correct their ways. But the Jews did not listen or
take heed.
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Then We clearly declared to the Children of Israel in the Book:
“Twice you will make mischief in the land and will commit trans-
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gression.” So, when the occasion for the first of the transgressions
arrived, We raised against you some of Our creatures who were
full of might, and they ran over the whole of your land. This was
a promise that was bound to be fulfilled. Then We granted you an
upper hand against them, and strengthened you with wealth and
children, and multiplied your numbers. Whenever you did good,
it was to your own advantage; and whenever you committed evil,
it was to your own disadvantage. So, when the time of the fulfil-
ment of the second promise arrived, (We raised other enemies
that would) disfigure your faces and enter the Temple (of Jeru-
salem) as they had entered the first time, and destroy whatever
they could lay their hands on. Your Lord may well show Mercy to
you, but if you revert (to your evil behaviour), We shall revert (to
chastising you). We have made Hell a prison for those who are
thankless of Allah’s bounties.

[Strah al-Isra’ 17: 4-8]

Allah 4 says in the Holy Qur’an that He forewarned the
Banti Isra'1l in previous scriptures that they would create mis-
chief twice and, on both occasions Allah 4 would send an ene-
my to destroy them. Many scholars are of the view that the two
corruptions spoken of refer first, to the period of Aramiyah 52
in 586 BC and, second, to the Roman era when in 70 CE after
the ascension of ‘Isa %% Jerusalem was destroyed.

Even in the present-day Torah the text of this first warning
is to be found in the books of Yasayah, Yarmiyah, Hizqeel and
Zakariya.

As the Jews fell into transgression and rebellion against
Allah’s Command, as stated above, Prophet Aramiyah & was
sent to guide them.

Around this time (6th Century BC), an empire was emerg-
ing in Babylon. In 586 Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Babylon,
attacked Judea and destroyed it. Nebuchadnezzar eventually
entered al-Quds (Jerusalem) and destroyed Masjid al-Aqsa
(Temple) and imprisoned the Jewish population in chains,
taking them all to Babylon. The Qur’an informs us “We raised
against you some of Our creatures who were full of might, and
they ran over the whole of your land. This was a promise that
was bound to be fulfilled’.

Ibn Kathir, the great Islamic scholar, writes that while Nebu-
chadnezzar’s army was looting and destroying the city they
heard Jews crying “wish we had listened to Aramiyah”. Upon
enquiry about him, the army learnt that Aramiyah 3«2 had pre-
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dicted their victory in Judea. Aramiyah %<& was brought before
Nebuchadnezzar, who was greatly impressed by him and of-
fered him a high office. However, Aramiyah & declined, and
the king released him.

After carrying away what they could, the Babylonians burnt
down the city of al-Quds (Jerusalem). Thus, Judea ceased to ex-
ist as a nation.

The Holy Qur’an alludes to this episode in verse 2:259.
Imam al-Baghawi, in his tafsir of the verse below states that
“the hamlet” is most likely alluding to al-Quds (Jerusalem) and
the person mentioned is most likely Prophet Aramiyah %<&,
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Or consider him by way of example who passed by a town that
was fallen down upon its turrets. He exclaimed: “How will Allah
restore life to this town that is now dead?” Allah then caused him
to remain dead for a hundred years and then raised him to life,
and asked him: “How long did you remain in this state?” He re-
plied: “l remained so for a day or a part of a day.” Allah rejoined:
“No, you have rather stayed thus for a hundred years. But look at
your food and your drink, there is no deterioration in them. And
look at your ass (how its entire skeleton has rotted). And We did
all this so that We might make you a token of instruction for peo-
ple. And see how We will put the bones (of the ass) together and
will clothe them with flesh.” Thus when the reality became clear
to him, he said: “I know that Allah has power over everything.”
[Strah al-Baqarah 2: 259]
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After a period had elapsed, Aramiyah <5 returned to the city
of al-Quds (Jerusalem) and found it desolate and destroyed. In
despair, he wondered how Allah 4 would ever revive it. Allah
45 caused sleep to overtake him. When he awoke he was asked
for how long had he been sleeping? He replied for part of a day,
“No” was the reply. He was informed he had been sleeping for
100 years and, to show him Allah’s Power, Allah 4 destroyed
the stronger of the two, the donkey, reducing it to a skeleton,
while the “weaker” food and drink remained intact and fine.
Before his eyes, Allah 4 brought the donkey back to life and
when Aramiyah 3% observed this miracle his despair for the
destroyed city of al-Quds (Jerusalem) vanished, as he knew Al-
lah 4 had Power over all things and, as promised, He would
revive the city again.

Political Leadership or Greek Influences

The United Kingdom of Israel lasted for 96 years - from
1018 BC to 922 BC. In 922 the kingdom was split in two:
e ISRAEL: The northern kingdom lasted for 200 years — 922
BCto 722 BC
e JUDEA: The southern kingdom lasted for 336 years - 922
BC to 586 BC

Around 600 BC, the Persian Empire, East of Babylon, was
emerging under the leadership of Shah Cyrus. He attacked Bab-
ylon around 550 BC and occupied it and all other territories
belonging to Babylon including the land of Canaan and Jeru-
salem.

The Persians were sympathetic to the Jews and allowed
them the freedom to return to Jerusalem and rebuild their
lives. Some did return but others chose to move to the more
fertile and rich land of Persia. A new Persian King, Darius, was
compassionate enough to not only allow the rebuilding of the
Temple but also to aid the Jews financially and, thus, in around
538 BC the construction of the so-called second Jewish Temple
began. Persian rule came to an end after 200 years in 330 BC
when Alexander the Great occupied Jerusalem. This ushered in
Greek culture, language and tradition to the area.

In the land of Canaan, Greek influence was no less and Jews
as well as Canaanites buckled under its pressure. Greek colo-
nies were established at Gaza and around the central plain of
Palestine.
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Hellenisation, i.e the spread of ancient Greek culture be-
came so extreme that a statue of Jupiter was placed on the altar
of the Temple (Masjid al-Aqsa) and sacrifices were offered to it.

After several decades of assimilation to Greek culture, an-
other people, the Hasmonean Jews began what is known as the
Maccabean revolt against the Seleucids. In 164 BC they cap-
tured Jerusalem but, immediately after the conquest, the Jews
started fighting amongst themselves, as the ambitions of the
different groups to be rulers became clear.

The Pharisees started a rebellion around 88 BC and cap-
tured Jerusalem from the Hasmoneans but could not hold onto
power for long, as they lacked unity. Soon after, another Jewish
sect of Pharisees tried to confront the Hasmoneans.

While the Jews were engaged in their internal rivalry a
new Empire was emerging in Europe - the Romans - who con-
quered Jerusalem in 63 BC. The land of Palestine and all the
other occupied territories were divided into Roman provinc-
es and Rome appointed procurators as their servants to take
charge of the day-to-day affairs. Rome demanded huge tax rev-
enues from their procurators, who in turn, oppressed the gen-
eral public and extorted great wealth for the Roman emperor.

The Romans appointed Herod over Jerusalem, a descendant
of the Edomite tribe who had recently converted to Judaism.
Herod, like the other Procurators, was for all intents and pur-
poses a puppet of Rome from 37 to 4 BC.

During his governorship, Herod extended the Temple on
a grand scale, but he angered the orthodox Jews by placing a
golden eagle at its entrance to please his Roman masters. Her-
od arrested the orthodox Jews, mainly the Pharisees, who re-
moved the eagle in a rebellion, and had most of them executed.*

However, after Herod’s death, his area of control was fur-
ther divided among his three sons. This situation, however, did
not last very long, as the whole of Palestine had become a Ro-
man State after the year 44 CE.
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F. Prophet ‘Isa 38 and Sayyidatuna Maryam

In the midst of this mayhem, Allah 4 once more sent a
Prophet to guide the Banii Isra’il onto the right path:
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(He also heard) when [Imran’s woman said: “O Lord! Behold,
unto You do I vow that the child in my womb is to be devoted to
Your exclusive service. Accept it, then, from me. Surely You alone
are All-Hearing, All-Knowing.”

[Surah al-‘Imran 3: 35]

But when she gave birth to a female child, she said: “O Lord! |
have given birth to a female” - and Allah knew full well what she
had given birth to - “and a male is not the same as a female. |
have named her Mary and commit her and her offspring to You
for protection from Satan, the accursed.”

[Strah al-‘Imran 3: 36]

These verses refer to Hannah, the mother of Sayyidatuna
Maryam who vowed to place her child in the service of Masjid
al-Agsa (Temple). However, when the child, Maryam, was born,
Hannah was concerned as to how she would fulfil her promise,
as girls were not allowed to serve or enter al-Aqsa Sanctuary.
Nevertheless, Zakariya 8 who at the time was the Imam of
al-Agsa Sanctuary, built her a mihrab within the compounds of
the al-Aqsa Sanctuary where Sayyidatuna Maryam was able to
stay and meditate.
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Then came the time when the angels said: “O Mary! Behold, Al-
lah has chosen you, and has made you pure, and has exalted you
above all the women in the world.”

[Surah al-‘Imran 3: 42]
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(0 Muhammad), recite in the Book the account of Mary, when
she withdrew from her people to a place towards the east.
[Strah Maryam 19: 16]
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Then she conceived him and withdrew with him to a far-off place.
[Strah Maryam 19: 22]
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And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a palm tree:

she cried (in her anguish) “Ah! would that I had died before this!

Would that I had been a thing forgotten and out of sight!”
[Strah Maryam 19: 23]
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And when the angels said: “O Mary! Allah gives you the glad tid-
ings of a command from Him: his name shall be Messiah, Jesus,
the son of Mary. He shall be highly honoured in this world and in
the Next, and shall be one of those near stationed to Allah”.
[Strah al-‘Imran 3: 45]

And he shall speak to people in the cradle and also later when
he grows to maturity and shall indeed be among the righteous.”
[Strah al-‘Imran 3: 46]
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And We made Mary’s son, and his mother, a Sign, and We gave
them refuge on a lofty ground, a peaceful site with springs flow-
ing in it.

[Sirah al-Mu'mintin 23: 50]
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And he will be a Messenger to the Children of Israel. (And when
he came to them he said): “I have come to you with a Sign from
your Lord. I will make for you from clay the likeness of a bird and
then 1 will breathe into it and by the leave of Allah it will become
a bird. 1 will also heal the blind and the leper, and by the leave of
Allah I will bring the dead to life. I will also inform you of what
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things you eat and what you treasure up in your houses. Surely
this is a Sign for you if you are true believers’.
[Strah al-‘Imran 3: 49]
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(And it was part of His scheme) when Allah said, “O Jesus! I will
recall you and raise you up to Me and will purify you (of the com-
pany) of those who disbelieve, and will set your followers above
the unbelievers till the Day of Resurrection. Then to Me shall all
of you return, and I shall judge between you regarding whatever
you differed among yourselves’.

[Strah al-‘Imran 3: 55]
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But Allah raised him to Himself. Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.
[Strah al-Nisa’ 4: 158]

It is more than likely that it was near Jerusalem that Mar-
yam’s mother took a vow to place her child in the service
of al-Agsa Sanctuary, and it was in al-Aqsa Sanctuary that
Sayyidatuna Maryam served and further received the tidings
from Allah #£ about the miraculous birth of ‘Isa &,

Within the vicinity of Jerusalem (in Bethlehem) ‘Isa s was
born and it is in and around Jerusalem that ‘Isa 3«2 preached
to the Bani Isra’il. Finally, it is from Jerusalem that ‘Isa s«& was
raised to his Lord. All these verses and incidents reinforce the
importance of Palestine to Muslims.

As ‘Isa =8 grew older, he began to teach and command peo-
ple to believe in one God and that there is no mediation be-
tween the Lord and His creation. This annoyed the Jews and as
‘Isa’s popularity grew they became concerned about their sta-
tus in society. The Jews began to plot and plan against ‘Isa sk,
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According to the Bible, while the Jews were in a meeting,
one of the twelve apostles of ‘Isa &, Judas Iscariot, came to
them and offered, “What will you give me if I deliver him [‘Isa] to
you?” Judas bargained with them until they agreed to give him
thirty pieces of silver known as Shekels. The plot was thus laid
for the capture of ‘Isa 8.

However, only the Roman governor, at the time, Pontius Pi-
late, could decree the death penalty. Hence, the Jews went to
Pilate and conspired against ‘Isa ¥& with false and malicious
claims and demanded that he be killed.

The Gospel of St Matthew states: “Pilate said unto them,

what shall I do with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say
unto him, let him be crucified. And the Governor said, why, what
evil has he done? But they cried out the more, saying, let him
be crucified. When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but
that rather a tumult was made, he took water and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying I am innocent of the blood of
this just person: see you to it. They replied let his blood be on us
and our children’.
_ It is further reported in the Bible that on one occasion as
‘Isa walked out of Jerusalem he prophesied the destruction of
the Temple: “And Jesus went out and departed from the Temple,
and his disciples came to him for to show him the buildings of
the Temple. And Jesus said unto them See you all these things?
Verily I say unto you, there shall not be left here one stone upon
another, that shall not be thrown down” (Matthew XXIV 2).

In May 66 AD a revolt broke out throughout Palestine
against the Romans, which resulted in many Romans and their
collaborators, who were mainly Jewish Priests, being put to
death.®

Rome dispatched an army headed by General Titus. Titus,
the Roman General, quashed the revolt and in his wake flat-
tened the whole city of Jerusalem, including Herod’s Temple.
The few Jews that remained were deported from Palestine and
banned from even entering Jerusalem. This is the second of Al-
lah’s promises referred to in verse 17: 7-8, “So when the second
promise came to pass, [We raised up against you a people] that
they may disgrace your faces and may enter the Mosque as they
entered it the first time and that they may destroy, whatever they
conquered with utter destruction. It may be that your Lord will
have mercy upon you but if you return We shall return and We
have made Hell a prison for the unbelievers’”.
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This brought an end to the Jewish presence in Palestine and
for nearly the next 600 years, no Jew resided within the Bless-
ed city of Jerusalem.

G. Christian Palestine

After the ascension of ‘Isa %, his teachings continued to
spread amongst the poor. Christianity became established as
a religion for the followers of ‘Isa 38 32 years after his death.
The Romans started to view Christianity as a threat and it
was banned. The followers of Christianity were persecuted
throughout the empire and their numbers began to dwindle.
But in a turn of fortune, around 320 CE, the Roman emperor
Constantine embraced Christianity and this single event not
only saved Christianity but also helped spread it far and wide
as it became the official religion of the empire.

After nearly 600 years of Roman rule over Jerusalem, the
Persians occupied the city in 614 for a short period. Theopha-
nes, the Roman historian, records the occupation: “In this year
the Persians took Jordan, Palestine and its holy city in battle.
At the hands of the Jews they killed many people in it. Some
say 90,000.° The Jews, according to their means bought the
Christians and then killed them. The Persians captured and led
off to Persia Zacharia, the patriarch of Jerusalem, the precious
life-giving wood (the supposed fragment of the “True Cross” on
which Christ was crucified) and many prisoners. As a gesture
of goodwill and a token of appreciation for assisting the Per-
sians gain Jerusalem, the Jews were given administrative pow-
er in Jerusalem. This time, the Jews are alleged to have avenged
their mistreatment by banishing all the Christians out of the
city. Whatever was not destroyed during the invasion of Jeru-
salem by the Persians, the Jews made sure they razed it to the
ground; even the Church of the Resurrection was not spared.
But the Jewish administration did not last long as the Persians
quickly became aware and concerned at the excessive oppres-
sion of the Christians. The Persians decided to hand the city
back to the Christians. Under the leadership of Modestus, most
of the Churches and holy sites began to be renovated.

However within 8 years, in 622, Heraclius defeated the Per-
sians and re-occupied Jerusalem. Yet again the Jews were ban-
ished from the Holy City by Heraclius. He expelled them, order-
ing that they should not be allowed to come within three miles
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of the Holy City. According to Butler, the adversity of exile from
Jerusalem for the Jews was minimal compared to the edict that
followed instructing the provinces throughout the empire to
persecute them - “something like a general massacre of the
Jews followed”.”

H. The Sahabah

The Sahabah, or Companions of the Prophet Muhammad #z,
recognised the holy status and the blessings of the land of Pal-
estine in general and of Jerusalem in particular. Many of them
travelled to the Holy City to visit the sacred places and pray
there. Some of them travelled there in order to begin the rites
of their pilgrimage (Hajj or ‘Umrah) from the blessed land.
Those that are known to have adorned their ihram from al-
Agsa Sanctuary include: ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab «, the second
righteous Caliph, Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqas <, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar
#, Tamim al-Dar1 <, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As «, Abi Hurayrah <, and
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas .

Other Companions who are known to have visited Masjid
al-Agsa include: ‘Abdullah ibn Salam <, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn
‘Awf &, Abu Darda’ «:, Abu Dharr al-Gaffari «, Abu Mas‘td al-
‘Ansari «, Abl ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah <, ‘Algamah -, ‘Awf ibn
Malik «, Bilal ibn Rabah <, Habib ibn Siba «, Jund ibn Junadah
45, Ka'b al-Ahbar «, Khalid ibn Sa‘ld %, Khalid ibn Walid s,
Mas‘ud ibn Aws <, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal <, Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi
Sufyan <, Salman al-Faris1 «, ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir «% and Yazid
ibn Abi Sufyan ..

Many more of the Companions travelled to al-Quds (Jeru-
salem) to be honoured by witnessing the conclusion of the
peace treaty. The Prophet’s mu'addhin Bilal ibn Rabah %, who
refused to raise the adhan after the Prophet’s death, was one
of the first persons to raise the adhan in al-Aqsa Sanctuary af-
ter it was conquered. Moreover, many of the Companions died
and are buried in the area; their graves are still recognised and
visited by Muslims. They include: Shaddad ibn Aws &, Tamim
al-Dar1 « and ‘Ubadah ibn al-Samit .

The hadith below by Ya‘la ibn Shaddad ibn Aws < shows
that the Masjid al-Aqsa was a favoured and well-frequented
place by the Companions, he reports:

“I came to Mu‘awiyah in al-Quds (Jerusalem), he led us in
Friday prayer. I saw that most of the people in the Masjid

45



Virtues of Jerusalem: An Islamic Perspective

were the Companions of the Prophet ..
[Sunan Abti Dawiid]

The tradition of the great Sahabah and our pious predeces-
sors was to frequent al-Aqsa Sanctuary to not only fulfil the
Sunnah but also gain great reward for it. They further used al-
Aqgsa Sanctuary as a centre of learning and meditation.

I. The Land of Scholars

Many scholars of Islam were born and lived in this blessed
land including:
e Imam al-ShafiT - Born in Gaza
e Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani - Lived in ‘Asqalan
¢ Ibn Qudamah al-MaqdisT - Lived in Nablus
e Misa ibn Nusayr, the conqueror of Spain - Lived in Hebron

Many thousands of pious people and scholars migrated
and settled in the Holy City. Moreover, numerous followers
and great scholars visited and stayed for short periods in al-
Quds (Jerusalem). These include: Imam al-Ghazalj, al-Hasan al-
Zuhri, Bishr al-Haft and Dhii’l-Niin al-Misri. The famous Islamic
scholar Imam al-Ghazali used to teach in al-Agsa Sanctuary; it
is reported that he wrote part of his famous treatise Thya’ ‘Uliim
al-Din (The Revival of Religious Sciences) within al-Aqsa Sanc-
tuary.

Thus, the Islamic features of al-Quds (Jerusalem) have de-
veloped since the earliest times. Besides the Companions and
scholars, Muslim Caliphs under Umayyad, ‘Abbasid, Mamluk
and Ottoman rule paid great attention to the Holy City in the
fields of architecture, religion and the different branches of sci-
ence.

J. The Martyrs

The soil of this blessed land has been mixed with the sacred
blood of countless martyrs. Many decisive battles took place in
Palestine where thousands of Muslims sacrificed themselves in
the defence of al-Haram al-Sharif (al-Agsa Sanctuary) and for
the sake of Allah .

The European Crusaders slaughtered more than 70,000
Muslim civilians within the sanctuary of al-Agsa and the bod-
ies of the martyrs were piled knee high. The streets of al-Quds
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(Jerusalem) became rivers of human blood. Thousands of Mus-
lims were martyred in order to regain al-Aqsa Sanctuary from
the Crusaders especially in the battles of Hittin where Salah
al-Din al-Ayyiibi defeated the Crusaders, at the battle of ‘Ayn
Jaliit near al-Nasirah where the Tartars were defeated, and in
Acre and Caesarea where the last Crusader stronghold was
captured.

Since 1948, over one hundred thousand Muslims have been
martyred in Palestine due to the never-ending Israeli aggres-
sion against Palestinians. The modern-day Palestinians have
been targetted as they form the barrier to the Jewish funda-
mentalist plan of occupying al-Quds (Jerusalem) and the Pal-
estinians have become the protectors of al-Haram al-Sharif (al-
Agsa Sanctuary) for the Ummah.
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