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Glory to Allah Who did take His servant on a journey by night from the 
Sacred Mosque in Makkah) to the Mosque of Al-Aqsa (in Jerusalem). 
Whose precincts We did bless. That We may show him some of Our 
signs. Indeed He alone is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.

(Al-Isra', 17:1)

You have indeed in the Apostle of Allah a beautiful example (conduct) 
for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day and who engages 
much in the praise of Allah.

(Al-Ahzab, 33:21)
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O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Apostle and make not vain 
your deeds.

(Muhammad, 47:33)

'Umar ibn al-Khattab  reported that the Prophet  said, "The 
reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will 
get rewarded according to what he has intended..."

Sahih al-Bukhari

Ibn Mas'ud  reported that the Prophet  said, "Allah brightens a 
man who hears what I say, gets it memorised, retains it and passes it 
on to others".

Tirmidhi
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Introduction

Of all the symbols of Islam, the most neglected in our time is Masjid 
al-Aqsa, in Jerusalem. For various reasons, ranging from political 

compromise to appeasement, the Ummah has ignored not only the virtues 
but also the plight of this Holy Site.

It is with the intention to rekindle the love, affection and devotion of 
Muslims to Masjid al-Aqsa that I have compiled this small booklet of 40 
ahadith. Since the Prophet Muhammad  showed such great concern for 
it and inculcated into the Companions the need to liberate Masjid al-Aqsa 
and Jerusalem I hope we can adorn the teachings of our Noble Prophet  
and take the urgent practical step required to safeguard Masjid al-Aqsa

Masjid al-Aqsa is no ordinary Masjid; it forms the basis of our history 
and is the cornerstone of mankind's foundation. The Noble Prophet  
dedicated a great deal of his life nurturing the Companions to appreciate 
the excellent qualities of Masjid al-Aqsa and prepared them to embark on 
an expedition to liberate Jerusalem which at the time was in the hands of 
the mighty Roman empire.

Some of the reasons why Masjid al-Aqsa should form an important 
aspect of a believer's dedication, and the reason why many pious 
individuals have given their wealth and lives, include the fact that Masjid 
al-Aqsa is:

1. the first qiblah for Muslims;
2. the station of al-Isra' and al-Mi'raj;
3. the second house of Allah built on earth;
4. the place where hundreds of Messengers of Allah  are buried;
5. the place where many Companions are buried;
6. a place where miracles were shown by Allah's will;
7. a place which Allah  Himself calls a 'blessed place';
8. referred to directly and indirectly, seventy times in the Holy Qur'an;
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9. the place where angels have descended with Allah's message;
10. the only place on earth where all the Messengers of Allah prayed at the 

same time led by the Prophet Muhammad ;
11. the only Masjid mentioned by name in the Holy Qur'an apart from the 

Ka'bah.

It is for the above reasons and many more that we need to understand 
our responsibilites regarding safeguarding the Masjid al-Aqsa which is in 
great danger of being demolished by Israeli extremists.

The revival of this aspect of sunnah is urgently needed and I pray that 
the Almighty Allah  gives me and all my friends and colleagues the 
courage to direct our effort and energy to ensure that the historical legacy 
of Masjid al-Aqsa which we have inherited from the efforts and sacrifices 
of our predecessors is passed on to the next generation.

I pray that we can all reflect on the following verses of the Holy Qur'an 
for our guidance, Ameen.

Verily never will Allah change the condition of a people until they 
change themselves.

(al-Ra'd, 13:11)

Because Allah will never change the grace which He had bestowed on 
a people until they change what is in their (own) souls and verily Allah 
is He Who hears and knows all things.

(al-Anfal, 8:53)
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The believers are only those who believe in Allah and His Messenger 
and have never doubted and who strive with their belongings and 
their persons in the Cause of Allah: such are sincere.

(al-Hujurat, 49:15)

Ismail Patel
Leicester, England
February 2015
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Masjid al-Aqsa – The Second House of Allah on Earth

[1]

Abu Dharr  reported that he asked the Prophet , “O Messenger of Allah, 
which masjid was built first on earth?” The Prophet  replied, “The Sacred 
Masjid of Makkah.” Abu Dharr again asked, “Which was next?” The Prophet 
 said, “The Masjid al-Aqsa.” Abu Dharr  further asked, “How long was 
the period between the building of the two masajid?” The Prophet  said, 
“Forty years.” Apart from these, offer your prayers anywhere when it is 
time to pray, as excellence lies in it.” (Al-Bukhari) 

عَنْ أبي ذَرٍّ رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنْهُ قاَلَ: قـلُْتُ: ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ أَيُّ مَسْجِدٍ وُضِعَ فِ الَْرْضِ أوََّلُ؟ قاَلَ: 
الْمَسْجِدُ الَْراَمُ. قاَلَ: قـلُْتُ: ثَُّ أَيٌّ؟ قاَلَ: الْمَسْجِدُ الْقَْصَى. قـلُْتُ: كَمْ كَانَ بـيَـنْـهَُمَا؟ قاَلَ: 

أرَْبـعَُونَ سَنَةً ثَُّ أيَـنَْمَا أدَْركََتْكَ الصَّلَةُ بـعَْدُ فَصَلِّهْ فإَِنَّ الْفَضْلَ فِيهِ. )البخاري(
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The Importance of Visiting Masjid Al-Aqsa

[2]

Abu Hurayrah  relates that the Prophet  said, “You should not 
undertake a special journey to visit any place other than the following 
three masajid (with the expectation of receiving greater reward); the 
Sacred Masjid of Makkah (Ka’bah), this masjid of mine (the Prophet’s 
Masjid in Madinah), and Masjid al-Aqsa (of Jerusalem).” (Muslim)

عَنْ أَبي هُرَيـرَْةَ عَنْ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: لَ تُشَدُّ الرِّحَالُ إِلَّ إِلَ ثَلَثةَِ مَسَاجِدَ: 
مَسْجِدِ الَْراَمِ، وَمَسْجِدِي هَذَا، وَالْمَسْجِدِ الْقَْصَى. )مسلم و أبو داود واللفظ لبي داود(
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The Virtues of Performing Salah in Masjid al-Aqsa

[3]

Abu Darda’  relates that the Prophet  said, “The reward of a prayer in 
al-Masjid al-Haram (Makkah) over other masajid is equivalent to 100,000 
Salah (in reward), a prayer in my masjid (Madinah) is equivalent to 1,000 
Salah and a Salah in Bayt al-Maqdis (al-Aqsa Sanctuary) is equivalent to 
500 Salah.” (Al-Bayhaqi)

رْدَاءِ عَنِ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: فَضْلُ الصَّلةِ فِ الْمَسْجِدِ الَْراَمِ عَلَى  عَنْ أَبي الدَّ
غَيْهِِ مِائَةُ ألَْفِ صَلَةٍ، وَفِ مَسْجِدِي ألَْف صَلَةٍ، وفِ مَسْجِدِ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ خَْسُمِائَةِ صَلَةٍ 

)البيهقي ف شعب الإيمان(
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[4]

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr  related that the Prophet  said, “When Sulayman 
ibn Dawud  constructed Bayt al-Maqdis, he asked Allah three things. 
He asked Allah adjudication in line with his ruling, which he was given. He 
asked Allah for an empire which cannot be attained by anybody after him, 
which he was given, and he asked Allah, when he completed the 
construction of Masjid al-Aqsa, that whoever comes solely to perform 
Salah in this masjid He forgives his sins, leaving him like the day his 
mother gave birth to him.” (Al-Nasa’i)

عَنْ عَبْدِ الِله بْنِ عَمْروٍ عَنْ رَسُوْلِ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: أَنَّ سُلَيْمَانَ بْنَ دَاودَ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ 
قْدِسِ سَأَلَ الَله عَزَّ وَجَلَّ خِلَلً ثَلَثةًَ: سَأَلَ الَله عَزَّ وَجَلَّ حُكْمًا يُصَادِفُ 

َ
وَسَلَّمَ لَمَّا بـنََ بـيَْتَ الم

حُكْمَهُ فأَُوْتيَِهُ، وَسَأَلَ الَله عَزَّ وَجَلَّ مُلْكًا لَ يـنَْبَغِي لَِحَدٍ مِنْ بـعَْدِهِ فأَُوْتيَِهُ، وَسَأَلَ الَله عَزَّ وَجَلَّ 
حِيَْ فـرَغََ مِنْ بنَِاءِ الْمَسْجِدِ أَن لَّ يأَْتيَِهُ أَحَدٌ لَ يـنَـهَْزهُُ إِلَّ الصَّلَةُ فِيْهِ أَن يُّْرجَِهُ مِنْ خَطِيْئَتِهِ كَيـوَْمٍ 

وَلَدَتْهُ أمُُّهُ. )النسائي(
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The Status of the Callers of Adhan in Masjid al-Aqsa

[5]

Jabir  relates that the Prophet of Allah  was asked, “Who will enter 
Paradise first?” The Prophet  replied, “The Prophets.” The man then 
asked, “Who next O Prophet of Allah?” The Prophet  replied, “The 
martyrs.” The man then asked, “Who next O Prophet of Allah?” The 
Prophet  replied, “The callers of Adhan at the Ka’bah.” The man then 
asked, “Who next O Prophet of Allah?” The Prophet  replied, “The callers 
of the Adhan at Bayt al-Maqdis.” The man then asked, “Who next O 
Messenger of Allah?” The Prophet  replied, “The callers of the Adhan at 
my masjid.” The man then asked, “Who next?” The Prophet  replied, “The 
rest of the callers of the Adhan according to their deeds.” 
(Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra)

عَنْ جَابِرِ بْنِ عَبْدِ اللَّهِ أَنَّ رَجُلً قاَلَ: ياَ نَبَِّ اللَّهِ أَيُّ الْلَْقِ أوََّلُ دُخُول الْنََّةَ؟ قاَلَ: النَبِْيَاءُ. قاَلَ: 
ياَ نَبَِّ اللَّهِ ثَُّ مَنْ؟ قاَلَ: الشُّهَدَاءُ. قاَلَ: ثَُّ مَنْ ياَ نَبَِّ اللَّهِ؟ قاَلَ: ثَُّ مُؤَذِّنوُ الْكَعْبَةِ. قاَلَ: ثَُّ مَنْ ياَ 

نَبَِّ اللَّهِ؟ قاَلَ: مُؤَذِّنوُ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ. قاَلَ: ثَُّ مَنْ ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ؟ قاَلَ: ثَُّ مُؤَذِّنوُ مَسْجِدِي هَذَا 
قاَلَ: ثَُّ مَنْ؟ قاَلَ: سَائرُِ الْمُؤَذِّنِيَ عَلَى قَدْرِ أَعْمَالِِمْ. )الطبقات الكبرى لبن سعد(
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The Virtues of Performing I’tikaf in Masjid al-Aqsa

[6]

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, 
“The most superior I’tikaf (seclusion) is that of three masajid: al-Masjid 
al-Haram (in Makkah), the Masjid of the Prophet (in Madinah), and the 
Masjid of Bayt al-Maqdis (in Jerusalem).” (Al-Bayhaqi)

عَنْ حُذَيـفَْةَ ابْنِ الْيَمَانِ رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنْهُ قاَلَ: إِنَّ رَسُوْلَ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: لَ إِعْتِكَافَ 
إِلَّ فِ الْمَسَاجِدِ الثَّلَثةَِ: الَْمَسْجِدِ الَْراَمِ، وَمَسْجِدِ النَّبِِّ، وَمَسْجِدِ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ. 

)البيهقي ف السنن الكبرى(



- 14 -

40 AHADITH

The Virtue of Donating to Masjid al-Aqsa

[7]

Maymunah  relates that she said, “O Messenger of Allah, inform us about 
(visiting) Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem)”. He said, “It is the land of gathering 
(al-mahshar) and resurrection (al-manshar), visit it and pray there, as one 
Salah performed there is equivalent to a thousand Salahs performed 
elsewhere.” She further asked, “What about the one who doesn’t have the 
capacity to travel to Jerusalem?” He replied, “Then send some oil to be 
used in its lamps, as the one who sent oil to be used in its lamps will be like 
the one who performed Salah there.” (Ibn Majah)

عَنْ مَيْمُوْنةََ مَوْلَةِ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَتْ: قـلُْتُ ياَ رَسُوْلَ الِله: أفَْتِنَا فِ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ. 
قاَل: أرَْضُ الْمَحْشَرِ وَالْمَنْشَرِ إِئـتْـوُْهُ فَصَلُّوْا فِيْهِ، فإَِنَّ صَلَةً فِيْهِ كَألَْفِ صَلَةٍ فِ غَيْهِِ. قـلُْتُ: 

أرَأَيَْتَ إِنْ لَْ أَسْتَطِعْ أَنْ أَتََمَّلَ إِليَْهِ؟ قاَلَ: فـتَـهُْدِي لَهُ زَيـتًْا يُسْرجَُ فِيْهِ، فَمَنْ فـعََلَ فـهَُوَ كَمَنْ أتَاَهُ. 
)إبن ماجه(
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The Virtue of Entering the State of Ihram from Masjid al-Aqsa

[8]

Umm Salamah , the wife of the Prophet , relates that she heard the 
Messenger of Allah  saying, “If anyone enters into the state of Ihram for 
Hajj or Umrah from Masjid al-Aqsa and then proceeds to the Sacred Masjid, 
his former and latter sins will be forgiven” or “he is guaranteed paradise.” 
The narrator ‘Abdullah  was not sure which words were said. 
(Abu Dawud)

عَتْ رَسُوْلَ الِله صَلّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ يـقَُوْلُ:  عَنْ أمُِّ سَلَمَةَ زَوْجِ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ أنَّـَهَا سَِ
مَ مِنْ ذَنبِْهِ وَماَ  مَنْ أَهَلَّ بَِجَّةٍ أوَْ عُمْرَةٍ مِنَ الْمَسْجِدِ الْقَْصى إِل الْمَسْجِدِ الَْراَمِ غُفِرَ لَهُ مَا تـقََدَّ

تأََخَّرَ أوَْ "وَجَبَتْ لَهُ الْنََّةُ". شَكَّ عَبْدُ الِله أيَّـَتـهَُمَا قاَلَ. )أبو داود(
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The Blessed Land of al-Sham*

[9]

Zaid ibn Thabit  reported: We were with Allah’s messenger  composing 
transcripts of the Qur’an on parchments. He said, “Blessed is al-Sham.” We 
asked: “Why is that so, O Messenger of Allah?” He said, “Because the angels 
of the Compassionate One have spread their wings over it.” (Al-Tirmidhi)

عَنْ زَيْدِ بْنِ ثاَبِتٍ رضي الله عنه قاَلَ: كُنَّا عِنْدَ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ نـؤَُلِّفُ –  أَيْ 
نَْمَعُ-  الْقُرْآنَ مِنْ الرِّقاَعِ، فـقََالَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: طوُبَ للِشَّامِ. فـقَُلْنَا: لَِيٍّ 

ذَلِكَ ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ؟ قاَلَ: لَِنَّ مَلَئِكَةَ الرَّحَْنِ باَسِطَةٌ أَجْنِحَتـهََا عَلَيـهَْا. )الترمذي(

* Al-Sham, today includes Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine.
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[10]

Abu Umamah  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, “The chosen 
land of Allah is al-Sham.  He has therein his chosen creation and servants. 
Most definitely, a large group from my Ummah will enter Paradise without 
having to give reckoning or experiencing any form of punishment.” 
(Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ أَبي أمَُامَةَ رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنْهُ أَنَّ رَسُوْلَ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: صَفْوَةُ الِله مِنْ أرَْضِهِ الَشَّامُ، 
وَفِيـهَْا صَفْوَتهُُ مِنْ خَلْقِهِ وَعِبَادِهِ، وَلتََدْخُلَنَّ الْنََّةَ مِنْ أمَُّتِ ثـلَُّةٌ لَ حِسَابَ عَلَيْهِمْ وَلَ عَذَابَ. 

)الطبراني ف المعجم الكبي(
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[11]

‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah  reports that he said, “O Messenger of Allah, 
choose for me a place where I should be, for if I were to know that you 
are staying I would not have chosen any place over you.” He  said three 
times, “You must go to al-Sham.” When He  noticed Ibn Hawalah’s 
indifference towards it, he said, “Do you know what Allah says about 
al-Sham? Allah said, ‘O Sham! You are the quintessence of My lands 
(safwati min biladi) and I shall inhabit you with the chosen ones among 
My servants.’” (Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ عَبْدِ الِله بنِ حَوَالَةَ الَْزْدِيِّ أنََّهُ قاَلَ: ياَ رَسُوْلَ الِله خِرْ لِ بـلََدًا أَكُوْنُ فِيْهِ فـلََوْ عَلِمْتُ أنََّكَ 
تـبَْقىَ لَْ أَخْتـرَْ عَلَى قـرُْبِكَ. قاَلَ: عَلَيْكَ باِلشَّام ثَلَثاً. فـلََمَّا رأََى النَّبُِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ 

كَراَهِيَتَهُ إِيَّاهَا قاَلَ: هَلْ تَدْريِ مَا يـقَُوْلُ اللهُ فِ الشَّامِ؟ إِنَّ الَله يـقَُوْلُ: ياَ شَامُ! أنَْتِ صَفْوَتِ مِنْ 
بِلَدِي أدُْخِلُ فِيْكِ خِيـرَْتِ مِنْ عِبَادِي. )الطبراني ف مسند الشاميي(
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[12]

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr  reported that the Prophet  said, “When fitna (great 
tribulations at the end of time) befalls, safety will be in al-Sham.” 
(Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ عَبْدِ اللَّهِ بن عَمْروٍ أَنّ النَّبَِّ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: فإَِذَا وَقـعََتِ الْفِتـنَْةُ فاَلَمْنُ باِلشَّامِ.
)الطبراني ف المعجم الكبي(
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[13]

‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, 
“At some point you will be [split into] standing armies (groups): one in 
al-Sham, one in Yemen and one in Iraq.” ‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah asked the 
Prophet  “Choose for me, Messenger of Allah, in case I live to see that 
day.” The Prophet  replied, “Go to al-Sham, for it is the chosen land of 
Allah in all His earth. He attracts the chosen ones among His servants by 
sending them there. If you do not wish to go there, then go to Yemen and 
drink from its water. Allah has given me a guarantee concerning al-Sham 
and its people.” (Abu Dawud)

عَنْ ابْنِ حَوَالَةَ قاَلَ قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: سَيَصِيُ الَْمْرُ إِلَ أَنْ تَكُونوُا جُنُودًا 
مَُنَّدَةً جُنْدٌ باِلشَّامِ وَجُنْدٌ باِلْيَمَنِ وَجُنْدٌ باِلْعِراَقِ. قاَلَ ابْنُ حَوَالَةَ: خِرْ لِ ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ إِنْ أدَْركَْتُ 
ذَلِكَ. فـقََالَ: عَلَيْكَ باِلشَّامِ فإَِنّـَهَا خِيةَُ اللَّهِ مِنْ أرَْضِهِ يَْتَبِ إِليَـهَْا خِيتََهُ مِنْ عِبَادِهِ فأََمَّا إِنْ أبَـيَْتُمْ 

فـعََلَيْكُمْ بيَِمَنِكُمْ وَاسْقُوا مِنْ غُدُركُِمْ فإَِنَّ اللَّهَ تـوَكََّلَ لِ باِلشَّامِ وَأَهْلِهِ. )أبو داود(
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Masjid al-Aqsa – The First Qiblah

[14]

Al-Bara’  narrates, “We prayed along with the Prophet  facing Bayt 
al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) for sixteen or seventeen months. Then Allah 
ordered him to turn his face towards the Ka’bah (in Makkah).” 
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

عَنِ الْبـرَاَءِ رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنْهُ قاَلَ: صَلَّيـنَْا مَعَ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ نَْوَ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ سِتَّةَ عَشَرَ 
أوَْ سَبـعَْةَ عَشَرَ شَهْراً ثَُّ صَرَفَهُ نَْوَ الْقِبـلَْةِ. )متفق عليه واللفظ للبخاري(
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[15]

Al-Bara’  reported that the Messenger of Allah  prayed facing Jerusalem 
for sixteen or seventeen months.  He desired that the direction of praying 
be towards the Sacred House (Ka’bah).  He performed ‘Asr with a group 
of people. Then one of the men who had prayed with him left and passed 
by some people in a masjid who were bowing (in ruku’). He remarked, 
“I testify by Allah that I prayed with the Prophet  facing Makkah.” They 
immediately turned towards the House. Some men had died or had been 
martyred before the Qiblah changed towards the Sacred House. We did not 
know what to say about them (and the acceptance of their prayers). Then 
Allah sent down, “Allah would not let your belief go to waste. Allah is 
All-Gentle, Most Merciful to mankind.” (2:143) (Al-Bukhari)

عَنِ الْبـرَاَءِ رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنْهُ أَنَّ رَسُوْلَ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ صَلَّى إِلَ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ سِتَّةَ عَشَرَ 
شَهْرً أوَْ سَبـعَْةَ عَشَرَ شَهْراً وكََانَ يـعُْجِبُهُ أَنْ تَكُوْنَ قِبـلَْتُهُ قِبَلَ الْبـيَْتِ، وَأنََّهُ صَلَّى أوَْ صَلّهَا صَلَةَ 

الْعَصْرِ وَصَلَّى مَعَهُ قـوَْمٌ، فَخَرجََ رَجُلٌ مَِّنْ كَانَ يُصَلِّي مَعَهُ فَمَرَّ عَلَى أَهْلِ الْمَسْجِدِ وَهُمْ راَكِعُونَ. 
قاَلَ: أَشْهَدُ باِلِله لَقَدْ صَلَّيْتُ مَعَ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قِبَلَ مَكَّةَ. فَدَارُوا كَمَا هُمْ قِبَلَ 

الْبـيَْتِ. وكََان الَّذِي مَاتَ عَلَى الْقِبـلَْةِ قـبَْلَ أَن تَُوَّلَ قِبَلَ الْبـيَْتِ رجَِالٌ قتُِلُوا لَْ نَدْرِ مَا نـقَُولُ فِيْهِمْ، 
فأَنَـزَْلَ اللهُ: )وَمَا كَانَ اللهُ ليُِضِيْعَ إِيْماَنَكُمْ إِنَّ الَله باِلنَّاسِ لَرَؤُوْفٌ رَّحِيْمٌ( )البخاري(
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Masjid al-Aqsa - The Station of al-Isra’ wa al-Mi’raj

[16]

Abu Hurayrah  related that the Messenger of Allah  said, “On the night 
in which I was taken on the journey, I saw Musa .  He was slim with 
wavy hair.  He resembled the men of Shanu’a.  I saw ‘Isa .  He was a man 
of medium height with red complexion, as if he had stepped out of the 
bath. I am the closest of the children of Ibrahim  in resemblance to him. 
Then I was brought two vessels, one containing milk and the other wine. 
He said, ‘Drink whichever one you wish.’ I took the milk and drank it. It 
was said, ‘You have taken the fitrah. If you had taken the wine, your 
Ummah would have erred.’” (Al-Bukhari)

عَنْ أَبي هُرَيـرَْةَ رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنْهُ قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: ليَـلَْةَ أُسْريَِ بي رأَيَْتُ 
مُوسَى وَإِذَا هُوَ رَجُلٌ ضَرْبٌ رَجِلٌ كَأنََّهُ مِنْ رجَِالِ شَنُوءَةَ وَرأَيَْتُ عِيسَى فإَِذَا هُوَ رَجُلٌ رَبـعَْةٌ أَحَْرُ 

اَ خَرجََ مِنْ دِيماَسٍ وَأنَاَ أَشْبَهُ وَلَدِ إِبـرْاَهِيمَ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ بِهِ ثَُّ أتُيِتُ بإِِناَءَيْنِ فِ أَحَدِهِاَ  كَأَنَّ
لَبٌَ وَفِ الْخَرِ خَْرٌ. فـقََالَ: اشْرَبْ أيَّـَهُمَا شِئْتَ. فأََخَذْتُ اللَّبََ فَشَربِـتُْهُ فَقِيلَ: أَخَذْتَ الْفِطْرَةَ أمََا 

إِنَّكَ لَوْ أَخَذْتَ الَْمْرَ غَوَتْ أمَُّتُكَ. )البخاري(
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[17]

Ibn ‘Abbas  said regarding the statement of Allah in the Holy Qur’an “And 
we did not make the vision (ascension to the heavens) we showed to you, 
but a test for the people” (17:60), “The sights which Allah’s Messenger was 
shown on the Night Journey when he was taken to Bayt al-Maqdis (i.e. 
Jerusalem) were actual/real sights, (not dreams). “And the Cursed Tree 
(mentioned) in the Qur’an.” He said, “This is the tree of Zaqqum* (itself).” 
(Al-Bukhari)

عَنْ ابْنِ عَبَّاسٍ رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنـهُْمَا فِ قـوَْلهِِ تـعََالَ )وَمَا جَعَلْنَا الرُّؤْياَ الَّتِ أرََيـنَْاكَ إِلَّ فِتـنَْةً للِنَّاسِ( 
قاَلَ: هِيَ رُؤْياَ عَيٍْ أرُيِـهََا رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ ليَـلَْةَ أُسْريَِ بِهِ إِلَ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ قاَلَ: 

)وَالشَّجَرَةَ الْمَلْعُونةََ فِ الْقُرْآنِ( قاَلَ: هِيَ شَجَرَةُ الزَّقُّومِ )البخاري(

* A tree that will grow in Jahannum and the bitter fruit of which the 
dwellers of hell will eat.
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[18]

Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah  relates that the Prophet  said, “When the people of 
Quraysh did not believe me (i.e. the story of my Night Journey), I stood up 
in al-Hijr (the Hatim) and Allah  displayed Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) in 
front of me, and I began describing its landmarks as if I was looking at it.” 
(Al-Bukhari)

عْتُ النَّبَِّ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ يـقَُولُ: لَمَّا  عن جَابِرِ بْنِ عَبْدِ اللَّهِ رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنـهُْمَا قاَلَ: سَِ
بـتَْنِ قـرَُيْشٌ قُمْتُ فِ الِْجْرِ فَجَلَّى اللَّهُ لِ بـيَْتَ الْمَقْدِسِ فَطَفِقْتُ أُخْبرهُُمْ عَنْ آياَتهِِ وَأنَاَ أنَْظرُُ  كَذَّ

إِليَْهِ. )البخاري(
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[19]

‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, “I 
saw on the night of al-Isra’ wa al-Mi‘raj (the Night Journey) a white column 
resembling a pearl, which the angels were carrying. I asked them, ‘What 
are you carrying?’ They replied, ‘The Column of (the Book of) Islam. We 
have been ordered to place it in al-Sham.’ Whilst in my sleep, I saw the 
Book being taken away from under my headrest. I began to fear lest Allah 
the Almighty had abandoned the people of the earth. My eyes followed the 
Column of the Book. It was a brilliant light in front of me. Then I saw it was 
placed in al-Sham. Whoever cannot (go to al-Sham), let him go to Yemen, 
and let him drink from its water, for Allah has assured (secured) for me 
al-Sham.” (Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ عَبْدِ الِله بْنِ حَوَالَةَ الَْزْدِيِّ أَنَّ رَسُوْلَ الِله قاَلَ: رأَيَْتُ ليَـلَْةَ أُسْريَِ بي عَمُوْدًا أبَـيَْضَ كَأنََّهُ لُؤْلُؤَةٌ 
سْلَمِ أمُِرْناَ أَنْ نَضَعَهُ باِلشَّامِ. وَبـيَـنَْا أنَاَ ناَئِمٌ إِذْ  تَْمِلُهُ الْمَلَئِكِةُ. قـلُْتُ: مَا تَْمِلُوْنَ؟ قاَلَ: عَمُوْدَ الْإِ
رأَيَْتُ الْكِتَابَ اخْتُلِسَ مِنْ تَْتِ وِسَادَتِ فَظنَـنَْتُ أَنَّ الَله قَدْ تَلََّى مِنْ أَهْلِ الَْرْضِ فأَتَـبْـعَْتُهُ بَصَريِ 
فإَِذَا هُوَ نـوُْرٌ بـيََْ يَدَيَّ حَتَّ وُضِعَ باِلشَّامِ. فَمَنْ أَبَ فـلَْيـلَْحَقْ بيَِمَنِهِ وَلْيَسْتَقِ مِنْ غُدُرهِِ، فإَِنَّ الَله قَدْ 

تَكَفَّلَ لِ باِلشَّامِ. )الطبراني ف مسند الشاميي(
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[20]

Anas ibn Malik  relates that the Prophet  said, “I was brought the 
Buraq, a tall white beast, larger than a donkey but smaller than a mule. It 
could place its hooves at the farthest boundary of its gaze. I mounted it 
until I arrived at Bayt al-Maqdis. I tied it to the ring to which the Prophets 
tied it before (i.e. the Buraq Wall or Western Wall). I entered Masjid 
al-Aqsa Sanctuary and prayed Salah (two rak’ah there).” (Muslim)

عَنْ أنََسِ بْنِ مَالِكٍ أَنَّ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: أتُيِتُ باِلْبـرُاَقِ وَهُوَ دَابَّةٌ أبَـيَْضُ 
طَوِيلٌ فـوَْقَ الِْمَارِ وَدُونَ الْبـغَْلِ يَضَعُ حَافِرَهُ عِنْدَ مُنْتـهََى طَرْفِهِ. قاَلَ: فـرَكَِبْتُهُ حَتَّ أتَـيَْتُ بـيَْتَ 
الْمَقْدِسِ. قاَلَ: فـرََبَطْتُهُ باِلْلَْقَةِ الَّتِ يـرَْبِطُ بِهِ النَبِْيَاءُ. قاَلَ: ثَُّ دَخَلْتُ الْمَسْجِدَ فَصَلَّيْتُ فِيهِ 

ركَْعَتـيَِْ. )مسلم(
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[21]

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar  said that the Prophet  said to us one day, “I saw 
angels in my dream who had taken hold of the Column (governance) of the 
Book and proceeded with it to al-Sham. When the great tribulation befalls, 
iman (belief) will be in al-Sham.” (Fadhail al-Sham)

عَنْ عَبْدِ الِله بْنِ عُمَرَ رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنـهُْمَا قاَلَ: قاَلَ لنََا النَّبُِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ اللهُ يـوَْمًا: إِنيِّ 
رأَيَْتُ الْمَلَئِكَةَ فِ الْمَنَامِ أَخَذُوا عَمُوْدَ الْكِتَابِ فـعََمَدُوا بِهِ إِلَ الشَّامِ، فإَِذَا وَقـعََتِ الْفِتَُ فإَِنَّ 

يْماَنَ باِلشَّامِ. )فضائل الشام ودمشق( الْإِ
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Some Great Prophecies of the Prophet 

[22]

Dhu’l-Asabi’  reported that he asked the Prophet , “O Messenger of 
Allah! Where do you instruct us to go if we are unfortunate to remain 
behind after your passing away?” The Prophet  replied, “Go to Bayt 
al-Maqdis. Perhaps you will have offspring who will go to that masjid day 
and night.” (Ahmad)

عَنْ ذِي الَْصَابِعِ قاَلَ: قـلُْتُ: ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ إِنْ ابـتُْلِينَا بـعَْدَكَ باِلْبـقََاءِ أيَْنَ تأَْمُرنُاَ؟ قاَلَ: عَلَيْكَ 
ببِـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ فـلََعَلَّهُ أَنْ يـنَْشَأَ لَكَ ذُرِّيَّةٌ يـغَْدُونَ إِلَ ذَلِكَ الْمَسْجِدِ وَيـرَُوحُونَ. )أحد(
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[23]

‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah al-Azdi  reported, the Messenger of Allah  put 
his hand on my head and said, “Ibn Hawalah! If you see that the Caliphate 
has taken abode in the Holy Land then the earthquakes, chaos and great 
events are at hand. The Last Hour on that day will be closer to people than 
my hand is to your head.” (Abu Dawud)

عَنْ عَبْد اللَّهِ بْن حَوَالَةَ الَْزْدِيّ قال: رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ وَضَعَ يَدَهُ عَلَى رأَْسِي 
سَةِ فـقََدْ دَنَتْ  أوَْ قاَلَ عَلَى هَامَتِ ثَُّ قاَلَ: ياَ ابْنَ حَوَالَةَ إِذَا رأَيَْتَ الِْلَفَةَ قَدْ نـزََلَتْ أرَْضَ الْمُقَدَّ

الزَّلَزلُِ وَالْبَلَبِلُ وَالْمُُورُ الْعِظاَمُ وَالسَّاعَةُ يـوَْمَئِذٍ أقَـرَْبُ مِنْ النَّاسِ مِنْ يَدِي هَذِهِ مِنْ رأَْسِكَ. 
)أبو داود(
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[24]

Saalim ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar  reports from his father that the Prophet 
 said, “A huge fire will emerge from Hadramawt or (he said) from the 
direction of the sea of Hadramawt before the Day of Resurrection which 
will cause a great movement of people.” The Companions asked, “O 
Messenger of Allah what do you order us to do at that time?” He  replied, 
“You must go to al-Sham.” (Al-Tirmidhi)

عَنْ سَالِِ بْنِ عَبْدِ الِله بْنِ عُمَرَ عَنْ أبَيِْهِ قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُوْلُ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: سَتَخْرجُُ ناَرٌ 
مِنْ حَضْرَمَوْتَ أوَْ مِنْ نَْوِ بَْرِ حَضْرَمَوْتَ قـبَْلَ يـوَْمِ الْقِيَامَةِ تَْشُرُ النَّاسَ. قاَلُوا: ياَ رَسُوْلَ الِله فَمَا 

تأَْمُرنُاَ؟ قاَلَ: عَلَيْكُمْ باِلشَّامِ. )الترمذي(
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Masjid al-Aqsa – The Place for Major Events Near Qiyamah

[25]

Mujammi’ ibn Jariyah  reported having heard the Messenger of Allah  
say, “Ibn Maryam (Isa) will kill al-Dajjal (the Anti-Christ) at the door of 
Ludd.” (Al-Tirmidhi and Ahmad)

عْتُ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ يـقَُولُ: يـقَْتُلُ ابْنُ مَرْيََ الدَّجَّالَ  عَنْ مَُمِّعِ بْنِ جَاريِةََ قاَلَ سَِ
ببَِابِ لُدٍّ. )الترمذي وأحد(
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[26]

Junadah ibn Abi Umayyah al-Azdi said, “We visited a man from among the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah  in Madinah and said to him, ‘Tell 
us something that you have heard directly from the Messenger of Allah . 
Do not narrate something which you have heard from others.’ We persisted 
in asking him. He said, ‘The Messenger of Allah  stood amongst us and 
said, ‘I warn you of the Dajjal (Anti-Christ) who is one-eyed.’ He said I think 
he said his left eye. He will have mountains of bread and rivers of water 
with him. His sign is that he will stay among you for forty days, his rule will 
reach every place (on the earth) apart from four masajid: Masjid al-Haram 
(in Makkah), the Masjid of the Messenger, al-Masjid al-Aqsa and the Masjid 
of Sinai. Irrespective of what happens, know that Allah  is not one-eyed.’ 
Ibn ‘Awn said, ‘I think he said that he will be given power over a man whom 
he will kill and then revive. He will not be given power over anybody else.’” 
(Ahmad)

عَنْ جُنَادَةَ بْنِ أَبي أمَُيَّة اَلَْزْدِي قاَلَ: أتَـيَـنَْا رَجُلً مِنْ الْنَْصَارِ مِنْ أَصْحَابِ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى 
عْتَ مِنْ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ وَلَ  ثـنَْا مَا سَِ اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ فَدَخَلْنَا عَلَيْهِ فـقَُلْنَا: حَدِّ

دْناَ عَلَيْهِ. فـقََالَ: قاَمَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ فِينَا فـقََالَ  عْتَ مِنْ النَّاسِ فَشَدَّ ثـنَْا مَا سَِ تَُدِّ
أنَْذَرْتُكُمْ الْمَسِيحَ وَهُوَ مَْسُوحُ الْعَيِْ قاَلَ: أَحْسِبُهُ قاَلَ الْيُسْرَى يَسِيُ مَعَهُ جِبَالُ الْبُْزِ وَأنَـهَْارُ الْمَاءِ 

عَلَمَتُهُ يَمْكُثُ فِ الَْرْضِ أرَْبعَِيَ صَبَاحًا يـبَـلُْغُ سُلْطاَنهُُ كُلَّ مَنـهَْلٍ لَ يأَْتِ أرَْبـعََةَ مَسَاجِدَ الْكَعْبَةَ 
وَمَسْجِدَ الرَّسُولِ وَالْمَسْجِدَ الْقَْصَى وَالطُّورَ وَمَهْمَا كَانَ مِنْ ذَلِكَ فاَعْلَمُوا أَنَّ اللَّهَ ليَْسَ بأَِعْوَرَ. 
قاَلَ ابْنُ عَوْنٍ: وَأَحْسِبُهُ قَدْ قاَلَ يُسَلَّطُ عَلَى رَجُلٍ فـيَـقَْتـلُُهُ ثَُّ يُْيِيهِ وَلَ يُسَلَّطُ عَلَى غَيْهِِ. )أحد(
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[27]

Nahik ibn Suraym al-Sakuni relates that the Messenger of Allah  said, 
“You will most definitely fight the pagans until those remaining of you will 
fight Dajjal by the River Jordan. You will be east of it and they will be to the 
west of it.” (Majma’ al-Zawa’id)

عَنْ نَيِْكِ بْنِ صُرَيٍْ السَّكُونيِّ قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: لتَـقَُاتلُِنَّ الْمُشْركِِيَ حَتَّ 
يـقَُاتِلَ بقَِيَّتُكُمُ الدَّجَّالَ عَلَى نـهَْرِ الُْرْدُنِ أنَـتُْمْ شَرْقِيَّهُ وَهُمْ غَرْبيَِّهُ. )ممع الزوائد(
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[28]

Mu‘adh ibn Jabal  relates that the Messenger of Allah  said, “The 
flourishing state of Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) will be when Yathrib is in 
ruins, the ruined state of Yathrib will be when the great war comes, the 
outbreak of the great war will be at the conquest of Constantinople and 
the conquest of Constantinople will be when al-Dajjal (Anti-Christ) comes 
forth.” He (the Prophet ) struck his thigh or his shoulder with his hand 
and said: “This is as true as you are here or as you are sitting (meaning 
Mu‘adh ibn Jabal).” (Abu Dawud)

عَنْ مُعَاذِ بْنِ جَبَلٍ قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: عُمْراَنُ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ خَراَبُ 
يـثَْرِبَ وَخَراَبُ يـثَْرِبَ خُرُوجُ الْمَلْحَمَةِ وَخُرُوجُ الْمَلْحَمَةِ فـتَْحُ قُسْطنَْطِينِيَّةَ وَفـتَْحُ الْقُسْطنَْطِينِيَّةِ خُرُوجُ 
ثهَُ أوَْ مَنْكِبِهِ ثَُّ قاَلَ: إِنَّ هَذَا لََقٌّ كَمَا أنََّكَ هَاهُنَا  الدَّجَّالِ. ثَُّ ضَرَبَ بيَِدِهِ عَلَى فَخِذِ الَّذِي حَدَّ

أوَْ كَمَا أنََّكَ قاَعِدٌ يـعَْنِ مُعَاذَ بْنَ جَبَلٍ )أبو داود(
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[29]

‘Awf ibn Malik  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, “The rest of 
the world will be destroyed forty years before al-Sham is.” (Ibn ‘Asakir)

عَنْ عَوْفِ بْنِ مَالِكٍ  أَنَّ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: تَُرَّبُ الَرْضُ قـبَْلَ الشَّامِ بأَِرْبعَِيَ 
سَنَةً. )تاريخ دمشق لبن عساكر(
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[30]

Abu Darda’  related that the Messenger of Allah  said, “From al-Sham 
to the furthest point of Upper Mesopotamia, the inhabitants therein, along 
with their wives, children and servants (men and women), are in a state of 
ribat (guarding the Muslim frontier) in the path of Allah.  Whoever 
occupies any land therein is in ribat.  Whoever occupies any frontier 
therein from the many frontiers is in Jihad.” (Ibn ‘Asakir)

رْدَاءِ قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: أَهْلُ الشَّامِ وَأزَْوَاجُهُمْ وَذَراَريِهِمْ  عَنْ أَبي الدَّ
وَعَبِيدُهُمْ وَإِمَاؤُهُمْ إِلَ مُنْتـهََى الَْزيِرَةِ مُراَبِطوُنَ فِ سَبِيلِ اللَّهِ فَمَنِ احْتَلَّ مِنـهَْا مَدِينَةً فـهَُوَ فِ ربِاَطٍ 

وَمَنِ احْتَلَّ مِنـهَْا ثـغَْراً مِنَ الثّـُغُورِ فـهَُوَ فِ جِهَادٍ. )تاريخ دمشق لإبن عساكر(
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[31]

Al-Nawwas ibn Sam‘an al-Kilabi  narrates that the Messenger of Allah  
said, “If the Dajjal comes forth while I am amongst you then I shall dispute 
with him on your behalf, but if he comes after I am not with you, a man 
must dispute on his own behalf, and Allah  will protect every Muslim. 
Those of you who live up to his time should recite over him the opening 
verses of Surah Kahf, for they are your protection from his trial.” We asked, 
“How long will he remain on the earth?” He replied, “Forty days, one like a 
year, one like a month, one like a week and the rest of his days like yours.” 
We asked, “Will one day’s prayer suffice us in the day which will be like a 
year?” He replied, “No, you must make an estimate of its extent. Then ‘Isa, 
son of Maryam will descend at the white minaret to the east of Damascus. 
He will then catch al-Dajjal at the Gate of Ludd and kill him.” (Abu Dawud)

عَنْ النّـَوَّاسِ بْنِ سَْعَانَ الْكِلَبيِّ قاَلَ: ذكََرَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ الدَّجَّالَ فـقََالَ: إِنْ 
يَْرجُْ وَأنَاَ فِيكُمْ فأَنَاَ حَجِيجُهُ دُونَكُمْ وَإِنْ يَْرجُْ وَلَسْتُ فِيكُمْ فاَمْرُؤٌ حَجِيجُ نـفَْسِهِ وَاللَّهُ خَلِيفَتِ 

عَلَى كُلِّ مُسْلِمٍ فَمَنْ أدَْركََهُ مِنْكُمْ فـلَْيـقَْرَأْ عَلَيْهِ فـوََاتِحَ سُورَةِ الْكَهْفِ فإَِنّـَهَا جِوَاركُُمْ مِنْ فِتـنَْتِهِ. 
قـلُْنَا: وَمَا لبَْثهُُ فِ الَْرْضِ؟ قاَلَ: أرَْبـعَُونَ يـوَْمًا يـوَْمٌ كَسَنَةٍ وَيـوَْمٌ كَشَهْرٍ وَيـوَْمٌ كَجُمُعَةٍ وَسَائرُِ أيََّامِهِ 

كَأيََّامِكُمْ. فـقَُلْنَا: ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ هَذَا الْيـوَْمُ الَّذِي كَسَنَةٍ أتََكْفِينَا فِيهِ صَلَةُ يـوَْمٍ وَليَـلَْةٍ؟ قاَلَ: لَ، 
أقُْدُرُوا لَهُ قَدْرَهُ. ثَُّ يـنَْزلُِ عِيسَى ابْنُ مَرْيََ عِنْدَ الْمَنَارَةِ الْبـيَْضَاءِ شَرْقِيَّ دِمَشْقَ فـيَُدْركُِهُ عِنْدَ باَبِ لُدٍّ 

فـيَـقَْتـلُُهُ. )أبو داود(
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[32]

Abu Umamah al-Bahili  reports that the Prophet  said, “A group of my 
Ummah will remain on truth, they will vanquish their enemy and those 
who disagree with them will not be able to harm them until Allah  
Commands.” “Where are these people?” The companions asked. The 
Prophet  replied, “In Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem).” (Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ أَبي أمَُامَةَ الْبَاهِلِيِّ عَنِ النَّبِِّ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمْ قاَلَ: ل تـزَاَلُ طاَئفَِةٌ مِنْ أمَُّتِ عَلَى الَْقِّ 
ظاَهِريِنَ عَلَى مَنْ يـغَْزُوهُمْ، قاَهِريِنَ ل يَضُرُّهُمْ مَنْ ناَوَأَهُمْ، حَتَّ يأَْتيِـهَُمْ أمََرُ اللَّهِ وَهُمْ كَذَلِكَ. 

قِيلَ: ياَ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ، وَأيَْنَ هُمْ؟ قاَلَ: ببِـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ. )الطبراني ف المعجم الكبي(
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[33]

‘Umair ibn Hani’ mentions that he heard Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan  
saying on this pulpit that he heard the Messenger of Allah  saying, “A 
group from my Ummah will remain upon the truth. Those who desert 
them or oppose them will not be able to harm them, they will prevail over 
others until the decree of Allah (Qiyamah) comes.” (Mu’adh ibn Jabal  
said, “They are the people of al-Sham.”) (Ahmad)

عْتُ رَسُولَ اللَّهِ  عْتُ مُعَاوِيةََ بْنَ أَبي سُفْيَانَ عَلَى هَذَا الْمِنْبَرِ يـقَُولُ: سَِ عَنْ عُمَيِْ بْنِ هَانِئٍ قاَلَ: سَِ
صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ يـقَُولُ: لَ تـزَاَلُ طاَئفَِةٌ مِنْ أمَُّتِ قاَئِمَةً بأَِمْرِ اللَّهِ لَ يَضُرُّهُمْ مَنْ خَذَلَمُْ أوَْ 

خَالَفَهُمْ حَتَّ يأَْتَِ أمَْرُ اللَّهِ عَزَّ وَجَلَّ وَهُمْ ظاَهِرُونَ عَلَى النَّاسِ. )وَقاَلَ مُعَاذُ بْنُ جَبَلٍ: وَهُمْ أَهْلُ 
الشَّامِ( )أحد(
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[34]

Abu Hurayrah  relates that the Messenger of Allah  said, “A group of my 
Ummah will not cease to fight at the gates of Damascus and at the gates of 
Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) and its surroundings. The betrayal or 
desertion of whoever deserts them will not harm them in the least. They 
will remain victorious, until the Final Hour comes.” (Al-Tabarani)

عَنْ أَبي هُرَيـرَْةَ عَنْ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ قاَلَ: ل تـزَاَلُ طاَئفَِةٌ مِنْ أمَُّتِ يـقَُاتلُِونَ عَلَى 
أبَـوَْابِ دِمَشْقَ وَمَا حَوْلَهُ، وَعَلَى أبَـوَْابِ بـيَْتِ الْمَقْدِسِ وَمَا حَوْلَهُ، ل يَضُرُّهُمْ خِذْلنُ مَنْ خَذَلَمُْ، 

ظاَهِريِنَ إِلَ أَنْ تـقَُومَ السَّاعَةُ. )الطبراني ف المعجم الكبي(
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Masjid al-Aqsa – The Best Place of Residence

[35]

عْتُ رَسُوْلَ الِله صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ  عَنْ عَبْدِ الِله بْنِ عَمْروِ بْنِ الْعَاص رَضِيَ اللهُ عَنـهُْمَا قاَلَ: سَِ
وَسَلَّمَ يـقَُوْلُ: إِنّـَهَا تَكُوْنُ هِجْرَةٌ بـعَْدَ هِجْرَةٍ فَخِيَارُ أَهْلِ الَْرْضِ ألَْزَمُهُمْ إِلَ مَهَاجِرِ إِبـرْاَهِيْمَ... 

)المستدرك(

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr  reports that the Messenger of Allah  said, “There 
will be migration upon migration. The best of the inhabitants of the earth 
will reside where Prophet Ibrahim  migrated (around Bayt al-Maqdis)...” 
(Al-Mustadrak)
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[36]

Abu Hurayrah  reports that the Prophet  said, “The angel of death was 
sent to Musa . When he came to Musa , Musa slapped him. The angel 
returned to Allah  and said, ‘You have sent me to a servant who does not 
want to die.’ Allah  ordered the angel, ‘Return to him and tell him to put 
his hand on the back of an ox and for every hair that will come under it, he 
will be granted one year of life.’ Musa  asked, ‘O Lord! What will happen 
after that?’ Allah  replied, ‘Then death.’ Musa  decided, ‘Let it be now.’ 
Musa  then requested Allah  to let him die close to the Holy (Sacred) 
Land (near Masjid al-Aqsa) so much so that he would be at a distance of a 
stone’s throw from it.” Abu Hurayrah  added, the Messenger of Allah  
said, “If I were there, I would show you his grave below the red sand hill on 
the side of the road.” (Al-Bukhari)

عَنْ أَبي هُرَيـرَْةَ رَضِيَ اللَّهُ عَنْهُ قاَلَ: أرُْسِلَ مَلَكُ الْمَوْتِ إِلَ مُوسَى عَلَيْهِ السَّلَم فـلََمَّا جَاءَهُ صَكَّهُ 
فـرََجَعَ إِلَ رَبِّهِ. فـقََالَ: أرَْسَلْتَنِ إِلَ عَبْدٍ لَ يرُيِدُ الْمَوْتَ فـرََدَّ اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ عَيـنَْهُ وَقاَلَ: ارْجِعْ فـقَُلْ لَهُ 

يَضَعُ يَدَهُ عَلَى مَتِْ ثـوَْرٍ فـلََهُ بِكُلِّ مَا غَطَّتْ بِهِ يَدُهُ بِكُلِّ شَعْرَةٍ سَنَةٌ. قاَلَ: أَيْ رَبِّ ثَُّ مَاذَا؟ قاَلَ: 
سَةِ رَمْيَةً بَِجَرٍ. قاَلَ: قاَلَ رَسُولُ  ثَُّ الْمَوْتُ. قاَلَ: فاَلْنَ. فَسَأَلَ اللَّهَ أَنْ يدُْنيَِهُ مِنْ الَْرْضِ الْمُقَدَّ
اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ: فـلََوْ كُنْتُ ثََّ لََرَيـتُْكُمْ قـبَـرَْهُ إِلَ جَانِبِ الطَّريِقِ عِنْدَ الْكَثِيبِ الَْحَْرِ. 

)البخاري(
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The Conquest of Bayt al-Maqdis: Sign of the Nearness of Qiyamah

[37]

عَنْ عَوْف بْن مَالِكٍ قاَلَ: أتَـيَْتُ النَّبَِّ صَلَّى اللهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ فِ غَزْوَةِ تـبَُوكَ وَهُوَ فِ قـبَُّةٍ مِنْ أدََمٍ 
قْدِسِ، ثَُّ مُوْتاَنٌ يأَْخُذُ فِيكُمْ كَقُعَاصِ 

َ
فـقََالَ: اعْدُدْ سِتًّا بـيََْ يَدَيِ السَّاعَةِ: مَوْتِ، ثَُّ فـتَْحُ بـيَْتِ الم

الِ حَتَّ يـعُْطَى الرَّجُلُ مِائَةَ دِينَارٍ فـيََظَلُّ سَاخِطاً، ثَُّ فِتـنَْةٌ لَ يـبَـقَْى بـيَْتٌ مِنَ 
َ
الغَنَمِ، ثَُّ اسْتِفَاضَةُ الم

العَرَبِ إِلَّ دَخَلَتْهُ، ثَُّ هُدْنةٌَ تَكُونُ بـيَـنَْكُمْ وَبـيََْ بَنِ الَصْفَرِ، فـيَـغَْدِرُونَ فـيََأْتوُنَكُمْ تَْتَ ثَاَنِيَ غَايةًَ، 
تَْتَ كُلِّ غَايةٍَ اثـنَْا عَشَرَ ألَْفًا. )البخاري(

‘Awf ibn Malik  relates, “I went to the Prophet  during the Battle of 
Tabuk while he was sitting in a leather tent. He said, ‘Count six signs 
between now and the approach of the Hour (Qiyamah/Doomsday): my 
death; the conquest of Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem); a plague that will afflict 
you (and kill you in great numbers) as the plague that afflicts sheep; the 
increase of wealth to such an extent that even if one is given one hundred 
dinars he will not be satisfied; then an affliction which no Arab house will 
escape; and then a truce between you and Banu al-Asfar (i.e. the 
Byzantines) who will betray you and attack you under eighty flags. Under 
each flag will be twelve thousand soldiers.” (Al-Bukhari)
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The Glad Tidings of the Conquest of al-Sham and Bayt al-Maqdis

[38]

Shaddad ibn Aws  relates that he was with the Messenger of Allah  
who was feeling better (on the Prophet’s deathbed). The Prophet  asked, 
“What is wrong with you Shaddad?” Shaddad answered by saying, “The 
world is closing in on me.” The Prophet  then said, “Do not worry, 
al-Sham will be conquered and Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerusalem) will be 
conquered and you and your sons will be imams there, if Allah wills.” 
(Al-Tabarani)

ادِ بن أوَْسٍ أنََّهُ كَانَ عِنْدَ رَسُولِ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ وَهُوَ يَُودُ بنِـفَْسِهِ فـقََالَ: مَالَكَ  عَنْ شَدَّ
نـيَْا. فـقََالَ: ليَْسَ عَلَيْكَ، إِنَّ الشَّامَ يـفُْتَحُ، وَيـفُْتَحُ بـيَْتُ الْمَقْدِسِ،  ادُ؟ قاَلَ: ضَاقَتْ بيَ الدُّ ياَ شَدَّ

فـتََكُونُ أنَْتَ وَوَلَدُكَ أئَِمَّةً فِيهِمْ إِنْ شَاءَ اللَّهُ. )الطبراني(
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Al-Sham - A Place Where Revelation Descended

[39]

Abu Umamah  reports that the Prophet  said, “Prophethood descended 
upon me in three places: Makkah, Madinah and al-Sham.” (Al-Mustadrak)

عَنْ أَبي أمَُامَةَ مَرْفُوعًا: أنُْزلَِتْ عَلَيَّ النُّبـوَُّةُ فِ ثَلَثةَِ أمَْكِنَةٍ: بِكََّةَ، وَالْمَدِينَةِ، وَالشَّامِ. )المستدرك(
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The Virtue of Reciting Surah Bani Isra’il (al-Isra’)

[40]

‘Aishah  related, “The Messenger of Allah  would continue fasting until 
we would begin to think he will not have a break.  He would continue not 
fasting until we would begin to think he does not want to fast anymore.  He 
would recite Surah Bani Isra’il and al-Zumar every night.” (Ahmad)

عَنْ عَائِشَةَ قاَلَتْ: كَانَ رَسُولُ اللَّهِ صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَسَلَّمَ يَصُومُ حَتَّ نـقَُولَ: مَا يرُيِدُ أَنْ يـفُْطِرَ. 
وَيـفُْطِرُ حَتَّ نـقَُولَ: مَا يرُيِدُ أَنْ يَصُومَ. وكََانَ يـقَْرَأُ كُلَّ ليَـلَْةٍ ببَِنِ إِسْراَئيِلَ وَالزُّمَرِ. )أحد(
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